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increasing divorces, prostitution, illegitimacy of the children and
unmarried mothers are as important topics of study for a social
reformer as they are for a Legislator. Again the increase in offences
and crimes of all types is also agitating the minds of social reformers.
In the field of sexual pleasure, Islam claims that its laws
relating to fornication will prove a panacea for die present day evils.
Islamic legal system, approve of very deterrent measures of
punishments, which are rather unthinkable in the present day
progressive world. But it would be of much academic value to a
social reformer if he makes a study of the subject from the point of
Islamic law since historians do admit that during the first phase of
the implementation of the Islamic Civil and Criminal laws (v/z until
the reign of the first four Caliphs) the society underwent certain ideal
changes and minimised offences to the utmost
Our study, therefore, evinces interest to the social reformers
also who are, at sea now, as to how they can educate public
against sexual crimes and inculcate in man self-discipline and soli*
control.
This subject of the Islamic jurisprudence will thus provide us
an ample scope to go into the study of the law relating to a major
social problem of today inasmuch as it attempts at a study of the
legal systems of different ages and major religions of the world in
regard to sexual pleasure. The subject also affords an opportunity
to study the modern trend of banishing private morality from the
premises of public law, in the light of a divergent view of Islamic
jurisprudence that ma'rufat (virtues) and munkarat (vices) can form
a valid subject to any legal system and that the legal enforcement
of morality is indispensable for (he preservation of a society from
being degenerated.